
Pride on The Port 2019
OFFICAL GUIDE TO PRIDE



Aiden Garcia-Sheffied 
President and Founder 

Hello, and welcome to The Los 
Angeles Waterfront!  It is with great 

pleasure that I thank you for attending 
the first ever Pride On The Port of Los 

Angeles (#POPLA).   The emergence of 
regional or “satellite” prides such as  
POPLA is the result of many factors.  

Some of which include the safer 
communities that are created through 
gains in equality.  It should not be lost 
on us that on the 50th year since The 
Stonewall Riots we celebrate our first 
pride on The LA Waterfront.    50 years 
ago this would be unimaginable.  We 

dedicate this festival to the people who 
lead the way before us and begin the 

next half century continuing that 
mission.  Having pride in our back 
yards is about giving to our local 
communities , celebrating with 

neighbors and putting economic might 
into local philanthropic efforts.   

You can be LGBT+ and belong to any 
race , religion , national origin …. the 

list goes on.  We are in every 
community so when you support 

LGBT+ efforts , you do not just support 
equality you support many 

communities.   

On behalf of myself and the board of 
directors, thank you  to everyone, 
festival goers, sponsors , and all 

supporters.  Have fun, be safe - and be 
proud.



     Mona Sutton       Daniel Garcia-Sheffield       Tim McOsker

      Ryan Blaney          Leslie Jones       Allyson Vought

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Not pictured, Margaret Wylie ,   



POPLA Entertainment Timeline

MAINSTAGE

11:00 am  DJ RAUL


12:30 pm  DJ SCARLETT


2:00  pm   DJ  MATTHEW J


3:00  pm   Special Guests Speakers


- Los Angeles City Councilperson Joe Buscaino

- Los Angeles County Supervisor Janice Hahn

- US Congressperson Nanette Barragán

- Los Angeles City Controller Ron Galperin

- Los Angeles City Councilperson Mike Bonin

- State Assembly Member Patrick O’Donnell

- Bridge Cities Alliance President Aiden Garcia-

Sheffield


3:30 pm DJ Chrystal Medina


5:00 pm DJ HiC


6:30 pm DJ Shuton


7:00 pm Hamburger Marys Cabaret 
With Special Guest Star 

CHAD MICHAELS 

8:00 pm DJ Matthew J


9:00 pm LAST CALL FOR ALCOHOL


10:00 pm Festival Closure


Kenneth Hahn Memorial VIP Area 
ABOARD THE USS IOWA

11:00 am DJ Big Dane


12:30 pmDJ Don French


2:00 pmDJ Big Dane


3:30 pm DJ Dangeruss


5:00 pm DJ Konrad


6:00 pm PRIDE ON THE PORT AND BRIDGE CITIES 
ALLIANCE PROUDLY PRESENTS A TRIBUTE TO CHER, 

IF I COULD TURN BACK TIME ON BOARD THE USS 
IOWA STARRING THE NATIONS NUMBER ONE CHER 
IMPERSONATOR, AND RUPAULS DRAG RACE ALL 

STARS SEAONS 1 WINNER 

CHAD MICHAELS  
OPENED BY LONG BEACH LEGEND DEMNCHA 

8:00 pm DJ Dangeruss


9:00 pm LAST CALL FOR ALCOHOL 


10:00 pm FESTIVAL CLOSURE


The Fairy Ferry  
Long Beach-Los Angeles Waterfront* 
POWERED BY HAMBURGER MARYS

9:30 am Boarding Begins


10:00 am DEPARTURE, DJ Shane


12:00 pm Arrival 

2:00 pm LAST CALL FOR ALCOHOL


2:30 Fairy Ferry Closes


* The Fairy Ferry does not provide return to Long Beach




2019 
 SPONSORS



FREEDOM



PL
AT

INU
M



GO
LD

SIL
VE

R



IN-
KIN

D D
ON

AT
ION

S
LA

RG
E  

 NO
N -

 PR
OF

ITS

SM
AL

L F
OR

 PR
OF

IT



Oct 3-6, 2019 

 

www.SPIFFest.org

8th Annual  
San  Pedro  

International  
Film Festival



PRIDE IN 
San Pedro 

Jennifer Marquez, Writer 
and Straight Ally 

San Pedro roots run deep from the 
fishing industry to the canning 

industry. It has welcomed immigrants 
from across the seas with many 

cultures living together on the same 
block. As this port town has grown 
and developed so has its residents. 
Today San Pedro consists of artists 

to dock workers in a rainbow of 
races. It is a place where people 

have chosen to live, listening to  fog 
horns at night and watching whales 

swim in the day. As ships from 
across the world come and go, San 
Pedro stands strong as a community 

that includes and welcomes all 
people with the first ever Pride on 

the Port led by Aiden Garcia-
Sheffield.

 
This monumental event in San Pedro 
is a critical movement that marks the 

beginning of acceptance and 
understanding. It is an olive branch 
to struggling youth who are being 
shunned by their families for being 
themselves. With every pride flag 
that is hung in San Pedro, it is an 
affirmation of acceptance to those 

who have had to hide their true 
identity in the past. The Pride on the 
Port is more than a festival, it is to 

some, a life-saving sign letting 
people know that they are not alone. 

Support of LGBT+ is strong and 
growing in San Pedro. Pride on the 
Port is a celebration of life in every 

color and shape in a community that 
has always been diverse but now 

San Pedro has their very own Pride 
Festival and rainbow flags 

welcoming all. This is certainly one 
of the proudest times in San Pedro.



PRIDE 
   TALK 

Eric V. Beck 
Vice-Moderator 

Presbytery of the Pacific 

Presbyterian Church (USA)

Welcome to PRIDE ON THE PORT!
I was both honored and surprised when I 
was asked to write an article on the 
condition of the intersection between 
organized religion and the LGBTQ 
Community for this Pride guide.

We LGBTQ people have a complicated relationship with organized religion and that's a VAST 
understatement. Â It wasn't all that long ago that the majority of Christian denominations and 
other faith traditions saw us as only worthy of rejection in the strongest possible terms, and 
they weren't happy with just expelling us from their organizations or driving us into the Iron 
Maiden of conformity lined with the arrows, knives, jagged glass and dung covered punji 
sticks of religious legalism if we stayed (the nice term is "the closet"). No, it went beyond that 
to where they actively and obsessively pursued enforcing their religious beliefs and 
requirements beyond their church property or homes and onto people who fled the torture, 
those that don't believe the same way or don't believe at all. Their invasive audacity took their 
mission into the community, into our jobs, into schools (both public and private), into 
businesses that supply essential needs, into banks, into housing, into health care, into 
government, and into our bedrooms. Â It drove and still drives a vocal minority of believers to 
discrimination, extremism and violence, and to have those things approved and legislated into 
law.  This mindset of fear and hate is the very reason why Stonewall occurred and the Pride 
Movement exists today.  Thankfully, the numbers of people trapped in hate and the fear that 
drives it are shrinking.  It may not seem like it sometimes, but multiple independent surveys 
don't lie


A few short years ago I would never have even been able to conceive or dream of being Vice-
Moderator for the Presbytery of the Pacific and Moderator next year.  Just for clarification a 
Presbytery is akin to an Archdiocese in size and function, however, we are a representative 
government and collectively act as pastor, advisor, and counselor, as well as coordinator and 
resource provider to the pastors, church boards and congregations within our jurisdiction.  The 
Moderator of a Presbytery is roughly equal to the Speaker of a State Assembly in terms of role 
and importance and it is the Moderator who presides at ordinations of clergy.  




Join us at San Pedro’s Best Breakfast Spot  
The Omelette Wand Waffle Shop 

1103 S. Gaffey Street 
LGBT+ OWNED AND OPERATED FOR 23 YEARS! 

After a decade long fight our national body, called the General Assembly, passed a resolution 
affirming our full integration and celebrating the gifts LGBTQ people bring to both the Church 
and to humanity as a whole.  Other denominations and faith traditions have preceded us in this 
and yet others are still fighting to join us, but they are slowly coming to the truth.  These include 
but are not limited to: the Metropolitan Community Church, the United Church of Christ, the 
Disciples of Christ, the Society of Friends (Quakers), the Anglican and Episcopal Churches, the 
American branch of the United Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church (USA), the Reformed 
Jewish tradition and various Buddhist denominations. Â San Pedro and other local clergy and 
members of some of these traditions were contacted at one point and were fully ready and 
willing to put themselves between Pride attendees and protesters of this year's festival in 
numbers that likely would have outnumbered the protesters.

Times are changing. Â Minds are changing.  Hearts are changing. The Church is changing. 
Â San Pedro is changing.  Why?  Because of you.  Because of your willingness to be out, to be 
visible, to publicly and materially demonstrate not just love for your friends, or other LGBTQ 
people, or your significant other, but for those less fortunate and for those who fear us all. 
Â Thank you!  Thank you for being you.  Thank you for loving.  Thank you for coming and again, 
welcome to PRIDE ON THE PORT!!

Eric V. Beck
Vice-Moderator
Presbytery of the Pacific
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Member of:  More Light Presbyterians  Bridge Cities Alliance amBi BiNet USALA Bisexual  
Taskforce



EAT, DRINK 
AND BE 
MARY. 

Hamburger Mary’s is proud 
to sponsor Pride on the Port 

of Los Angels 2019. 

We hope you enjoy the 
performance on The 

Nederlander Mainstage, 
and your host and emcee  

JEWELS LONG BEACH. 

Hamburger Mary’s 
330 Pine Ave. Long Beach 

562-436-7900



Type to enter text

SPECIAL GUEST STAR 
CHAD MICHAELS  

PERFORMING IN THE 
KENNETH HAHN 

MEMORIAL VIP APEA 
ABOARD THE USS IOWA



Thank you to all of our 
supporters, and festival 
goers.  We look forward 
to seeing you again for 
#POPLA2020
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